"THE. 


SEAT GATE} 
"FF HEAVEN. 


Sermon preached befirottad 
poore diſtrefled Priſoners in the 


Kings Bench common Goale , 
_ to their heavenly s, 


comfort. 


x . 
ES o 
TER 

6 


Word of God. ; 
Sox Sai : 
The afflitions of this preſent time are wall 4; 
glory which ſtall be ſhewed vnto vs. * 

- LONDON, 


Printed by Gzoxoz Ep, 
i'0 2 2+ 


- veg! 35H etcael THE 
STRAIT GATE TO 
HEAVEN. 


Striue to enter in at the ſtrait Gate : for ma- 
u7 (1 ſay vnto you ) will ſeche to enter in and 
 Jhall not be able, Luke 13.14, . 


oily Ur Lozd Icſus Chriſt (aithin 

4 *J the 20. of Marth, Many are 

b.- - called, e/ yoo Ie IG, Jn 

VT the 7. of Matth, Verſ, 13. hee p;r lu es; 

. 2 bids bs , Enter in at the a 
ſtraic Gate : for ir is the wide Gate and 
broade way that leadeth to defitruftion : ma» 
ny there be that goe in thereat : bocauſe the 
Gate is ſtrait and the way narrow , that lea- 
deth yntolife, and few there bee that findit. 

Jn this place of Saint Luke we reade of a Luk.r3.24. 
certaine man which EY our Sauilour 
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Chzilt 


———_——— 
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Chzilt and-aſked him of prrpoſe, whether. 
few ſhould bee ſaned. To whom onr\Lozy 
Jeſas anſwered thus; Strive ro'encer 1n' ar. 
the ſtrait Gare for many (1 ſay vnto-you) will 
ſceekero cater in, and ſhall not bee able. --Iw 
which anſwer albeit our Daniour doth not 
anſwer directy to his queſtion , either nega- 
tjnely,o2 affirmatiuely : yet doth hee plainly, 
infinua!e by his ſpeeches, that few ſhall bee 
ſaued. "8 pet. | 
Renerend regarded in Chailt Jeſus : this 
is a ſufficient motine whereby our Sautour 
Chzilt fo2warneth vs , that if wee doz2 not 
in time repent , fozfake our finneg and ſ:cke 
after God : both the ancient Chaiſfti«n Fas 
thers, (whoſe eyes ſaw not what we ſze, noz 
their eares heardnot that we heats) yea;the: 
very Heathen alfo ſhall riſe vp'infudgemerit 
againft vs. Fs2 it is good connſell which ©: 
Auguſtinegiueth; Quid prodeſtſiomniaha- 
bes,cum tamen qui omnia dedit nonhabere ? 
ZUhat is a man the better thongh he hane all 
things, and be without him which is the any 
thoz of all things. | 20 
Let none thcrefoze fumble at it: but if. 
any doe, let them remember the charge that 
we haue alſo from God. Oh (ſaith one) con- 
ſ1derer periculum meym ; Þe that is diſplea- 
- (eb 


Y mY — "a 


led with mee let him confider my danger:foz 


troy him befoze his face if he held his peace ? 
Saint. Auguſtine ſaith verp well ; .Quid cu 
' ſuccenſes morralis, ſub juſſone Chriſti mare / 
audir, & tu ſurdens es? D wozme cf the earth 
' Whpdoeſt thou fo2me ? the ſea heard ando- 
beyed the voyce of Czilt: and doff thon ſtop 
eares ? Mare audic, ventus ceflat, &cu 
_ ſufflas,? Theſea wared calme, the wind was 
Kill, and doſt thou begin fo bluſter and ſwell? 
Doe not we ſpeaks frem the mouth of God? 


doth not the holy Ghoſt g'ine vs lofty and x;;, .: 


glozions titles? as the Stzwards of Gods : Cor. 4 r. 
owne houſe , diſpoſers of his ſecrets , dif- Mar16.rg, 
burſers of his treaſures, keepers of the 2*- 


b2oade ſeale, keepers of the keyes of heauen, + 3-7. 
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ſaith not God to leremy,, that bee would des ſer.r.17, | 


Gods Secretaries, Gods Cmbaſſadozs,Aw , cc5,,. 


gels, yea, the verpglozy of Chziſt: and all 
this to expzeſſe the excellencic of our calling: 
pet the vild varlcts and venemous vermine 
of the earth dare call vs pzoud P2elates, 
pild Parſons, andp:lting Pzteſts. D mon- 
ffrons and intollerable impietie : I ſpcake to 
all ſozts,not toſome few of one ſo2t. But that | 
which herein I ſpeake is not much moze then © 7- 
that of the Apoſtle Paul(as ſame of pour own 


f 3 Pocts 
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Poets hane ſaid) which is warranitable. * 
Dne thing therefoze deare Chziffians let 
me beg of you: to wit,that ytm wonld heare 
diligently, receine zralonſly, and indge fober- 
ly andviſcreetly;Non mea verba ſunt ſed yer- 
bavitz erernz : Lhep arenot my wo2ds but. 
the wozvs of eternalllife. Fo2 the wozd of 
God hath ſundzy hearers : ſome receme if, 
ſome receinc it not. Note the Parable of the 
ſ@de: the ſad of the wozd of God when it was 
ſowed : ſowe fcll by the high-way fide, ſore | 
bpon fonp ground, ſome bpon thoznes , and 
ſoine in good ground , 4. But moze bztefly 
and ffrictly the tvo2d of God hath two ſozts of 
bearers : Cliect and Rep2obate. {The Elect 
ſap with Peter : Domine ad quem ibimus? 
verba vitz cternzx habes : Maſter , to whom 
ſhall wee goe * thon haft the wo2ds of cter- 
nall life. The Kep2obate ſap ; Durus cſt hic 
ſermo : This is a hard ſaping, wha can hrare 
it 2 can meztality put on immozfality 2 cat 
thts co2ruption put on incozruption # can 
Cyziſt bee God andman e can Cod beget a 
Son 2 as of late the Deuill of No{wichdine- 


 lhlyſaidepca, worſe then g Deutllwashe: 


Foz the Deuils in thr 4. of Like acknow- 
ledged Chailt,cryings ſapirg,thonart Ch2ift 
the ſon of God, but this devtil tenped Chaiff. 


The 


oy | Gadiggahedi blu » 
@ bowavel © is lol that (s put (ntoth 


ſels-of gall,2, the fiſh is caſt away is pu 
into d;ypooles-: mow beth ti 
is (owed vpon the.ſand 
Certelabor won A Sales 
| abugooy ones, Iemongn ines pn 
uko : egnmmec cpore we utus 

cus lymenaditcere,nec EE 
Iyit is loft inbvur and tons NS 
light to a blind man, ſpeech to a deafe nan, 
wiſcdome to a grofle head:\#ing thatagrofſe 
bead cannot perceins;/a-blinde-man caunot 
ſ&, and a deafe man canuotheare. The anci- 
ent Father Origen ſaith; Quanto melivsefſec 
nonnullis omnino non audire yerbum Dei, - 
quam audirecuin malitia, velaudire cum hi- 
pocriG ; melius autrem dicimusadc 
ney maltorim': Pow much better were it foz 
ſome nst to heare thewozdofGod at all,then 
to hearewith malice , oz to heareit with hy- 
pocrifie, weſay, better in reſpect of enils. 
 Dberefoze mp deare B2ethzen and fellow 
Paiſoncrs , pour friendly cenſure Jhumbly 
deftre, to gather with your diligent atten- 
tion, and due regardof the matt:r onſuing ; 
InheAE exptication of theſe wozds 


of: our 6 AI Auce 


13-23 ſhall enter. Jn the firſt our L02d 'Joſas bids 


ap. 


ſure yin Amevblotat af al with any contro» 


nerſies in the Church , oz any thing i#'the 
ſtate Eccleftafficall , but onely enter into-a' 


contronerſts with Satan and ſinne. At is 


contrined into th& pzincipall heads : wheres 


in onr @auionr Chit veciareth how harda 
thing itis to'enter into life , and how few 


vs ffrine earneffly.: Jn tho ſecond; hee affiry 
meth that the' gate is very: trait. An! the 
third, hee ſaith,many whith ſeeketoonter m 
ſhall not be able.- * | 

The particulars 'that occurre (as many 
there are) thepſhall bee touched rather then 
handled in theirplace. 
As touching hefirſ head, where he bids 
vsftrineearneftly, noting thereby thatit is 
a matter of great firife again{&the Wozld, 
the Fleſh, avidthe Denill { and therefoze we 
map rather-wonder that any ſhall bee (aned; 
then (o fewſhallbeTaucd. Fox wee haue all 
thelets andhinderances that map bee, both 
within'vs and without 'vs:we hane (as they 


ſay) the Dun, Pone, eſenen ſtarres againft 


bs : wee have all the Denils'in hell againſt 
vs, with ali thetr hoznes, heads, maruellous 
length , infinite wiles , cunning deuices , 
deepe lights, and methovicall temptations: 


Here 


ambition 4 conetouſneſſe.Pere 
EE 


that is,our cezrupted ainkt vs; we 
hane our ſelnes anatnff our ſelues:: Foz wee 
our ſelues areas great enemies to our ſaly 
vation as either the Wozld!oz the Deuilt; 
Foz ourb ,reaſn_ ,-will and af- 
fections are altagether againſt vs. Dur na- 
turall wiſdome is an enemy to; ps:/0ur cans 
cupiſcences and luſts doe miyiſter ſtrength 
to @atans- temptations , they are all in 
league with Satan againft vs, they toke 
part: with him in euery- thing again@ vs 
and our ſaluation , they fight-all vader- his 
ffandard,andreceivue thcir pay af him: This 
then goethhard onour ſite, that the Deuill 
hdthan inward party againſf-vs, and wes 
earry alwaies within vs our greateſt ene- 
mis; which is ener readpnight- and day fo 
betrap vs into the hands of Satan: yea, to 


vnboult the dooze: to let him in fo cut our 
| thzoates, 


ane" __ 

z26ats; Bere-then wElerran hugearmyot 
dieadfull emis, aniaivery legionf De 
nilslping frambuth- aghinft our 


ſonles are 
widt wee thertfo 


zeeth waetches , in amoſt 
eſs p Which avs thus beſteged and 
aped oh eneep ſido'r' All things then vn- 
dered, may not weoinZly maruatle 
anyſhallbeeſaued e Foz whoſeeth not, 
whoknoweth not, that thouſand thouſands 
are carriedhexvtong to veſtraction (without 
ktheareat merty of God?) either with-the 
temptations of the wczld, the fleſh, oz:the 
Denill. Sut pet further J will <ewpou;/ by 
other appirant and enident- reaſons , that 
the number of Gods Elect vpon the: face'vf 
the carth-are very few in compariſon , which 
map thus bee conſidered. Firlk, let there be 
taken away from amongſt vs the Papil's , 
"Atheiſts , and Peretiques. Secondly , lef 
there bee ſhouclled out all-vitious and noto- 
 riousenill lincrs, as ſwearers , dzunkards;, 
whozemohzers, carnallwozlvlings , decet- 
ners, coſoners, pzoudmext , rioto2s,- games 
ſters, and thep2ophane multitude. Thirdly, 
tet there beexefuſcdand (ozted out all hypo- 
crites, carnallPzoteſtants,vaine pzofefors, 


backe-ſliders, deciiners,and cold Chziſtians. 


Let alltheſe (Jap) bee Re GO 
| te 


ed Heanen, 
foil thee how many ſound, fintere , faithfoll 
ee Rexlois wozkhippers of God will be 


formd amongſt bs ? J ſuppoſe wee ſhoulv nof..,__ 


neede'the Art of Jrethmeticke fo number 
themr,fo2 { thinke there won!d be veryfewin 
ener village, towne and City, J doubt they 
would walke very thinly in the ſfreet, fouga 
man might eaſily tell them as thepgoe: Dur 
2.02d Jefus aſketh aqueſfion inthe il 
ef Saint Luke,faping; Doc you chinkev 
the ſonne of man commeth,thar hee ſhall 
faich onthe earth ? to the which wee may an- 


ſwer, farely very little. 
To make it moze cleerely manifeff that - 


- 


few thalt bee ſaved : in the firſt age of the Geneſis. 


wozld , all flefhhad ſo cozrupted their waies 
that God conld no longer beare them ,' but 
enen vowed their deffruction by onerflow- 
- ingof waters ; when the flood came how few 
were formd faithſull'? eight perſons were 
onely faned by the Arke. Yow few righteons 
formd in Sodome,and the Cities aviopning? 
but one povzc Loc andhis family. Vow few 
betereners were found in Jericho ? but ons 
Rahab, Pow few of the old Iſraetites en- 
fred into the land 6f P2omiſe ? but two, 
Caleb and 1oſuah : the reft- could niot entcr 
in becauſe of vnibeleefe. Thetrneahvings 


_—_ , 
4 Ah : 
 <KE. . 
EE 
pb; . ; (#) 
F 
[ 


a: 7. was foſmali that it div nai anonny An. 
the raigre of the Dings of Iſrael e Judah, 


* Domine 
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ble Church was ſmall, daring the groevy 


ment of the Judges, as appeareth pl 
ly in that booke. Jy Elias time the 


the ſincere wozſhippers were very-few., as 
appeareth by the 488M 1 of all the Þ20- 
vets. During the captinity , the Church 
was as the Poone vnder a cloud: ſhee was 
dztuenints a wilderncſe, whers ſhe didhide 
herſelfe. Daring the perſecuiton of the Gre&k 
Empire by Gog aud Magog , and Cgypt, 
thep were fewelit of all. 3n Chiſts time, 
with what ſilly company did bec begin ith- 
all 2 Yow were all things cozrupted by the 
zieſts, Scribes, and Phariſies pzeaching, 
re were few beleeners,, After the firſt fix 


hndeeth yeeres, What an eclipſe was in 


the Church-during the height of Anlichaifts 
raigne, Yow few true wozſhippers of God 
were in. the wo2ld foz the ſpace of almoſt 
nine hund2eth yeeres £ ſince the Goſpel 
was p2eached and ſpzead abzoade how few 
doe beleene 2 Andas the P3ophet Eſay ſaith, 
cr credidit auditui noftro t L83d 


whobathbe lecued our repozts 2 Trus then 
pou ſee, it doth appeare (both by © wots 
reaſon, and examples of allages ) 


NE 


% TS © 
va Ba "7 
of re 4 F - * + _ os F 9 _ find - * 
Saba ee. re IEG ek > Ieeidyeithca 


__ now 


of this wozld. At flattereth no man, it regar- 


- vith 


 _ aw. wy 
niibek of the elec"is" very fitiall, any 
wheii'all comes fo all few hall beoſaued. 
Therefoze let bs'ftrive earneffly*togos 


{nat the liraft Gats/"foz the ſndll ninnber” 


of thoſe that hallveefaned ought to th:uT 

vs fo2ward to enitefF thereat.- Chzilk ſaith” 

Contendire intrir#er anguſtzmi portam, Luk.r3.24,; 

quiemulci (dice vobis) Rudebunc intrare ,-& | 
r: Strine to enterinat the aars- 

row Gate, foz may (IJ ſap bufo'poy) will” 

ſeeketo'enter tn ad ſhall nof bee able. And 

in another place ; hee ſaith; The Gate is4,,, , a 

ſtrait and the way narrow that leadeth vn" 

ro life, and few there bee that find it; If went” 

woiulycanſtoer of thts, and try with them- 

ſelnes whether fhep bee of that ſinall nuw- 

ber 92\no; if would make then lookebet- | 

ter about them , xc. Death thzeatneth vs, 

who#'s very terrible to the fleſh , wtd the re- 

menibzance, of if very bitter to man that 

is fotvfed, ſoaked and ſetled in the pleaſures. 


deth not'perſons.it weigheth not friendſhip, 
itcaretb not foz rewards,it is very griums, 
; and cruell, and killeth downeright. 
where it hitteth. Therefoze, Chalfbids bs, 
fins earneſtly. -Zo knit by this point, ®« 0... 
Bernard ſaith ; there is none of ball which aomai, _ 


The Rrait Gate. 


fie tobe Cedw: 
and very weake . 


gercome. "Che tycannie and Lage | 
dolapers ,-and his. power | 

vaites of the wo2ld be } 

uv fleſh fraile and weake : They I 

(aluation;8-" : 

p fight, oy | 


an 
stocurtaling " 
Paul ſaith, wee 


ne not and 
ok p90 


\ The third, 
beileth and lule to. the ſpirit 
ficſhly infts fight again the ſonle 2 Pero: 
- you ſee: what enemies they bee to onr ſal- 

How then ſhall wee firine foentcrin at 77. waizg 
tho ſtrait Gate and! narrow tap leading to & means 


be will flye from yon. Refiſthim in faith, in! 
P2aper.and in the wo2d-Secondip,be cruci- 
fied to the wozld enen =s firangers , which 
arenotof the wozla. Fog wee bane no abl-' 

ding Citie here : but wee ſecke' one to come, 
ſaith the Apolic, - Laftlp , chaſtiſe thp body Luke 4. 
with watchings;with labour, with faſtings: 2 Tim 4- 
it is agreat victozy to onercame the Devill, _ _ | 
a greater to -oncrcome: the wozld; and the 11.;..;;, 
greateſt of all to onercome thy flefh « flefhly 
vnrulyp; affections. To him that onercom- 
meth Gall bes ginenacrowne : But hee that- 

is onercome ſhall bee the continuall bonds 
man of Datan , our 'vileand cruellenemy. 
Let vs (o ffrine that we map overcome: hee 

onely that Eriueth lawfully ſhall bee crow- - 

ned. - Let enerp man therefoze keepe his 
fTtand oz Cation tn all obedience and readf- 
nefle. Dtoutly mult wo fight vnder Chzilts 
victozious Banner. Thep are nof _ 


'+.t0 Heauen.. | | I.3, | J 
fleſh', onrfleſh which rgq: Pcr-2.ur | 


enerlaCing life 2 Firſt, reſiff the: !Denill andof firiung. _ 


; 


ameof heanen? but hee thi nd 


viſplace } how 
diſgrace, and how to bzing intofauon 
to tet bp and how 10 thzow downe. And 


- 


fo doing wee ſtrive againſt our (ues 2 _ 


ORE Tas Fo rr Ares ol LE en. 5 © 4 19-624 14 , 


forthe adngutage autege of onr.deadly | 
- warre.is- uot- Chaiſtian , this i 


{ fight CIO Me Ie 


_ keſting, mocking, flattering; / 


lair 


| Sleyyo ones da” buto his chil- 


Erive lawſylly Mong voy 
part] 4% 


am8ng pou boy win 


haw many. are-there 
to. pH ey7 Oye 1) ta rs 19.ſ | 
Pour ſelaes, but (ollow the example | 


malticude} namely; i3. (wearing, | 
Wor aeuriy Gariyg 1-oaphng's: ackat 
ooo ny rope 


v4ag, ec/Thels things doe we 
places ,ſoagmen which fezre 

le boanpnere yen m company rg 

men. R EH "T; 


- Lachancinirmians ſpeaking of the end, 
alih z|Sterunr bont', prade ac Acepbali 
tur2 If there remaine any caþ.I1, 
gona men af that-tune,thep ſhall yr 

av2ep, abooty, a mocking focke. - Canft 
thounotflatter? Cant thou not 1ys.2-Can@ 


thounotplay:the Yyporrite ? Ganſf thou 


not.followp the faſhion , and ſerne the ſtge ? 
\No, then thogart no meete mantolive in 


this-wo2ld;.thooſe a few companions. But 


d2en, 


+42 


Fs — ThefiraitGate 
oy p28y, fo bulefſſe God helpe ve, wed 


np 


F Now 1 beſeech you bzethzen and fellow 
p2zifoners, enen foz Jeſus Chaiſts ſake, doe 
not as the multitude doth, which weſce dai- 
ly befoze our epee, ta wallow in wickednes: 
- but keepe pour ſelnes from tho bzoave way 
and wide gate, leading bnto-enerlaſting 
damnation. i.H 6, 


Strins earneſtly. The Almightle God 
of his ineffable govneſſe , when hee ſaw the 
weakneCe of onr flefh by natare p2one to 
(11, and therefaze vnable to withand the 
enill, who ts calied a Dzagon with ſegen 
heads fo; his ſabtiity, andten hoznes foz his 
crielty) euentheri moſt lauingly ſhelved an 
- excellent remedy wherby we might pzeſerue 
our ſelues from ininry , and that is p2aper- 
It behoueth bs to take it foz aur weapon, 
that we may k@pe our ſelnes from thein- 
naſron of Satan. Fo as the Lyon (atthe 
ſight of a Cocke) is diſcomfozted;andathis 
crowing betaketh himſelfe to his heeles: Do 
Gaudetus doth atan both (tand in feare'of a godly 
Aerts * ware, and fie at his p;aper. Aud Laftantius 
«l:0.9. Meth, Denils doe hurt bit-tho faint hear 
L(lant. de ted © (ach as the great and mightiohanv.at 
error.c.146, Gund doth not pzotert , which are Rm 

| om 


% 


ed ot rd Heat ae 


Per 
frame þ ſacrament of trath: but the inlt,that 
is, thetrue TINY OO RNDENEY 


it ” Tay; 


Commandewents, '+bzeaks 
renee Theafth@ionsoficthisgte/ DE nom.s.1 


fent)time are not: worthy) of *the glory: tha 
fhallbee thewedwnro vs.// Letivs ſtrive rorens 
cer ina theftraw Gareand nartony- way plleks 


eternal falugtioniowir, 
wry Hem ore rooce'and mother of all ye 


Againft theſs , ſaith-@aſnt Paul, 
| vs ſhuntio nhdanvtd 


2.Cap. 


þ foxpineneſe 
; ws & #4 
G4 | \ W : _- 


ons, wzath, fre diCention, ſects ;\enup; 
macver,drunkennefſe,gluttony, + ſachlike : 
of which 1 fozefell you as :AHane told yon 
botooe, that:thoſe men which doc (ach things 
ſhall neuer obtains the kingaome of beanen. 
Here then pou-ſee-how hard a thing its 
ts ftrineto entoriinat the Kingdome of. hea- 
nen, andhowifew ſhall enter,therefoze ſome 
becauſeit is difficalt to Kriue; {triuvenotat 
all. But -Chzif® bids vs rineearneſtly,and 
cth enerlaſting peace andeomfozt vets 
tohim.Concendeaa & vincenti ;thatfrinsth 


therfq2e in mezyou ſhalbane peace cternally: 
teſcrdincd zur Lo2d Jeſus Chil 
affirmeth ; that:the gate is very ſtrait 4 no 
ting that none canenter._in, without -vehes 
ment crowding-, and almoſt bzeaking their 
ovlder bones : thatis,none. canenter into 
eternall{ife without vehementſuit, earneft 
ſupptication-vuts: God -fo2: the 
enelle of -——— 


to Heautn;:' _ is 
go_ all Chaiftians,with-an inward and 

true repentance : and God ſhall direct allthy 
wapes and appoint theo howto goe-, either 
nao thither as the faias lavhy 
Though the Lord giuethecbreadof 
and che water of affliction and adverſicy, 
raineſhall bee no-more ſcant :'/but Hine: eyes Pani arti 
ſeecheraihe + yea,and thine care ſhall heare _ 
the talking of him char {peakes behind thee, 
_ is the way; walke therein, -trne not 

neither tothe right handndzthe 

Wherefo:e, hoc opns, hic] _ 


abor: endeauour 
we,anv1ef our chiefeſt care, r greay 
teſtendeauour ve fo hevertaet ior 
the/antecedeott».glozy ; both Which are 
pr non na nog > nr 

g'0;p, aud no 770d thing hee withhad 
— thai wake vpaightly.» 

of hane ene you o ſundry let 

both within ds and withooat vs; Which Pate 
keepe vs backe from God nt he nem 
in our fiones'; ſo now vnto all that hath 
beene ſaid befoze, J will lay fozth vnto pete 
view: ſtner! cfpeciall i: ts and hinderances 
vnto eternall life: which may not 
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wah 30,20z 
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thatlendethvnto life, andfew ures | 
i 7 8% ©0233. 755 5 1599 


-7 The firlk / which'is infidelity , is pzoned 
olit of the fourth"Chapter'to the Hebrewes 
where it is thus wyitten: Vato' vs wasthe 
Goſpell preached as -vnto them 7 but the 
word which they heard 'proficed themnot, 
becauſe it was not mixed-with faith in' thoſe 
thar heard'it,” And'againe , thep conld not 
enter in becauſe of vnbeleefe. Pore wo (> 
that vabeleefe Did barre 'ont'the old people 
fromentring into the land of pzomile: which 
was a figure of Gods eternall'Kingdome. 
Andure itis, that the ſame vnbeleefe doth 
barre ont thouſands of vs.' Foz manp will 
beleen? nothing but their:owne fantaſies : 
they will not beleeue the ECl03d of God; e- 
ſpecially when itis contrarytotheirlnf and 
Ukings, ' pzofits and pleaſures. Thongh 

bee lypzoned totheir faces, 
ad the Chapter and Urrſeſhewed them : 
'pet will they not beleeae 2d: though they ſap 
they will beleene, yet will they nener goe a- 
'hout the pzactice of anpthing , but reply '8- 
'gaint Godinall their actions. Andfoz the 
moſt part when God ſaith/one thing; they 
will either ſay 02 doe another : when God 
laith yea; they will a Mt" 


theloe-Gome ogaine tlliſap, alk trme 


that the Pzeachers ſap, then God helpe vs. 
Thus-you (& how infidelity doth barre men 


out of heauen andcalt theminto hell. - 
Theſecond Gate,which is the pzeſumpti- 
an of Gops mercy + f0z, if men be. ſharply re- 
a = —— poder ne TH 
pen 3 couert,ſaping 
God is wercifall,as though God weremade 
gil of-mercy ,-and. that there. were: no iu- 
ſtice in him at all.2 and; thus ths wicked 
make GOD © mercy an occaſion, which 
rg re Naham /in- the firſt. NIPEE 
s. p;ophslie doth ſharpely .repzene 
The Lord (ſaith bes) ”n) ioflow ang 
hee is-great- in; power;, and. w fc 
clearethe wicked, Pere wee "es that God 
will not ſurely ſpars ſnch as goe on in their 
fimes pzeſuming of his mercy, 
"todeuiite If J-wap bat baue-a L02d 
of mercy vpou mes thace houres befoze. Ss 
death, J care not, But itis uſt w 
am henres come to 
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letthetſnot 'raipne' 'cuer mee; 'Let-all men 
thercf0zetakeheevof s lines, 
which is the onely cavſe/ that finne'voth ſo 
migytily aboundinoar'age 2 and let'vs not 
contings in ſinne, p:eſemne of Gods mercy, 
but tet vs come varo Grp fo2mercy , white 
the gates of mercy are opened bnto vs': Foz 
though God bee full'of !mercp*, pet-will hes 
ſhew ns mercy. to them' that pzcſume's his 
mercy; but they ſhall /once know to thor colt, 
that inſtice goeth from him as well as mer 
ey. And therefoze it mavi'well bee:called-the 
ſtrait gate to heanen's the wide: gate toheil. 
- 'Let'vs 'come to the third gate';"*whith is 
the example of the maltitude,' fo that doty 
harden and imbolden men byto ſin: Ag when 
war birds doe fliexere flock together; they 
fall bponthe net withontany feare ; batone 

92 two atone will be afraid: Cuen ſo thoer- 
_ ninp!le of niany- tons doe embol- 
den wen torumne thzough'theſnares af Si- 
tan without any /miltrult. This is p2oned 
inthe'24.of Ex: where'the Lozd ſaith flatly; 


Thou ſhale her fellow 4 multirudeto doe S 


pens ielhebp 
but 


wll, This is a' 
number froin God , 


buto God, 02to his'0U0zd\, Kare vpon 
_ be common 'yrultiterve any doing: of -moſt 
| men, 


” at. & a6 ag — a di A 
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men, and examples of the wozld;- thinking 
that if they doe as tho moſt mendoe;as their 
fozefathers hane- vote befoze them!;” 
arecockeſure tee men 
herenpon riſeth their"denillih:Pjonerbe: 
Doeas'the wolt men'doe; and thefeweſt 
will ſpeake of you, which is a very wicked 
ſpec. But thep hane fozgotten DakitPauls 
role;Neconfigureminifeculo ifto,&c-Falhi- 
on not--porr felnes' like vnto this Wwozld. 
Theie{cliowes that-Nand vpon the-multi- 
tude will reaſon thus, wee ſee noneof theſe 
- great onegoftte world; n2ne of the noble, 
none of the rich , none of the" wiſe andp2i> 
vent receine this ?oftrine , but -onel# afelp 
thackragaes,and beggcrlp raſcais,etherfoze 
it-is a tekten-that tf is nothing wo2thij and 
that it'is doubtrull,and not foz 0s to meddle 
withail. Los what thonghts mayereepein- 


all winne ths game and that the goale 
*they — 
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gveth on their ide , and there is nothing but 
crowing lang befoze it bee day ,-and great 
triumphing among them befoze any: ſtroke 
bee ſtricken ; and that becanſe wee bee but a 
bandfull of people; and. they a great malti- 
tude :and that ina manner the whole woz!d 
agreeth- with them to pzactice our death. 
Thus the Diailldothcalt a miſt befoze their 
epes, andlcades them away from the trait 
Gate toPeauen, and bzings theminto-the 
bzoade way, which leadeth them to the bot- 
tomleſſe-pit of Bell. @hercfoze my deare 
Bzethzen , let bs and falt in the wozd of 
theL 02d , and take þ#dof bending with the 
Day, that we bee not carried away, 62 bow- 
£d guite downe with the raging treame of 
the multirude, foz the (wap of the wozlb 
doth way downe all things that cau bee {po- 
ken ont of the wozd of God, and openeth a 
verp widepaſſage into Pell. 

Now let vs p2oc>d to the fourth Gate in- 
toÞell, which is the long cuſtame of ſinne, 
fo2 that taketh away all ſenſe and f&ling of 
ſinne, and making it 8s it were another na- 
_— mona fi mou wee map as wellalter 


ww Ins vs e's teh longentme, th ye 


- to Heaien: | 2s” 


(s noted by the P2ophet leremy (© bee a dery ler.13.23: 
dangerous thing. Foz hee ſaith ; Can the 
black More 'his skintie, or che Leo- 


his ſpots ?chen may yee alſo'doe 
—_ are accuſtomed to"doe cuill. 
the Pzophet affirmeth, that it is as hard to 
cure an old diſeaſe that is b:ed iu thebone, 
oz to remedpa ſinne that bath bene þatched 
and bought vp with vs, as to wath a blacke 
Poaze white , oz to change-the ſpots' of x 
Leopard , which cannot bee without the de- 
froyingof natare. And ſurely, tryit who 
will, heeſhall finde it as hard a mattfer to 
leaue an old catome, whether it bo of (wea- 
ring, gaming, lying, whozing, enill comps» 
y,93 any other ſinne, as to waſh an Acchio- 
-pian, Therefo2e it is wzitten's Prouc 27. hc 
Though thou ſhouldeſt bray a foole ina mor- 
'ter among Wheare bray ed witha Pele; _ 
will not his fooliſhweſſe, depart frem him: 
that as long as wes are in caſfome with fin, 
the dooze of Heauen is barred bp again 
bs. 
Nowlet vs heareofthe fift Gate, which 


” yY es at a. AM 
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| = df the children of men, have ſetrhemco.dge 


Hall o\waies eſcape z/anp!therefoze goeth 


ako: has lawol hPagiltroto. 
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euill. Where hefheweth that 
men are ſo hardened witheirſing/1s 'becouſs 
God winketh at them .and-letteth them @ 
lone; not purathing them immediately after 
thep hane ſimſed :Fo2 if God ſhovidy fozth» 
with firike downe one, andrainedowne fire 
and bzimſtone vponakother;, and cauſe the 
earth to: ſwallow: vp the third', then'men 
would feare- indeed. But God taketh-not 
that courſe, fo2 though be meeterh witz ſome 
tn this life, yet he lets thouſands eſcape,and 
that mabes them moze bold, think'mg they 
ſhailncner cometo their anſwer. 'Quen-'as 
an old Thefe , which hath along tjme rſca- 
ped both pz/ſon and gallswes, thinkcs hee 


boldlp-on in-bis-thefts.'Sot-let them tak? 
bede, fo) /as theP2onerbe ſaith; theugh the 
Pitcher goethiong to the-well, pct atlaftit 
commety b)oken bome-: ©9o;thongh men e- 
ſcapelong vapurſhed fo fins, pct ball thep 
not al\waies be \reed : fe2 , there i Ul come'n 
dayof revenge; a dap- that will. pap them 
-bome fo2 all. Thus pon ſee that impunity lea- 
dethnumbers; to: deſtruction: thatis; when 
-menareletalons , 4 not ſmitten by thehatid 


The 


a wicied and vngracions life; end 


ſothat every mancontd-povnt atthem;if bps 
ontheir death-bedthey ſap afewgo> ways, 
and cry Godmrerep, and ſay: their papers, 
andfozgiue ailthewozld, and ſo dyequietly, 
it18maruclioustaheare how the folh peo- 
ple.of the wozld will exalt them , and tn- 
Uſe them, ſaping ; Yee made a'bery gooy 
229.09 anp; ntar;could; make ,/and dyed'as 
quietipas;a lamve;/and ſet 


all things in goy 
_ ©2der befoze hredped. 'Pectupon another 
wickedand manſtrous varletio encouraged 
ta nne : fo2, thinketh hee Xachia manliaga 
as wickedly and1oſcly 2s J://03 any man 
elſe, and pet bee madeaverpagdod! 

ot ,theſs 


d; fo2 to-dyc-quietly,/ ws 
nott9 dye godip,t0 crys God'merey fo; fa 
Fe os Tanna 
(ay afew papers.with teth dutward isnof 
fo 6y2 in the faith'of Chzilf , fox: many 
this-and-pet dpemiſerablp. ! ''. 15! 1788 
 Thelaf Gates hope of lonxife : this 4s 
afficmed by our Lozd concerning the rtch 
a> 


notazious ſirmers/cuent9 the wozld-ward, 
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(n vpon him, with full fireame; ſaid hee 
would pull downe his barnes'e baild gres/ 


Luk. 12.19 ter, and (apts his ſoule 3 Ptule, habes mul. 


tibonarepoſitsin annos multos :' —_— 
comede, bibe ,-oblefare 3 Thouhaſt much: 
govs la{d bp fo2many yeeres , line at eaſe, 
eate, drinke, and take thy paſtime. But'ous' 
Saujour calleth him fole foz flatteringhims 
ſelfe in ſecuritie , nd pzomiling vnto him-- 
him that tho ſame night hee ſhould 


make a 
helliſh and miſerable end. Note 1 pzay port 


| how Jeſus Chaift tho fountain of all wiſe» 


dame, calleth this man a folo , and p&lveth 
a reaſon thereof, to wit, becauſe he gathered 


hee had great care fo this life, and none at 
all fo; that which is rocome. ®o then it fol- 
loweth that all ſuch are me&re foles weed; 
any may de-chzonicled foz foles , (howſae- 
uer they be taken and reputed inthe wozld) 
which hane much care foztheir bodies and 
nonefo2 thetr ſavles : great care foz thislife; 
and none-at-all foz thait- which is to come. 
Well , let all ſuch p;ophane*woz| 
d2eame and dots of leng; life (and the! 
defer the day uf theirrepentance vnto God) 
take hade by this mans example thatthey 


reckon 


riches to himſeifs, and wagnet rich in God, 
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reckon not without | TEVEIEs 
d:nly ſnatch: IT CR _— 
dye in their full:rongth: being in all eaſs 2144 
perity,their bzvaſfs ace fult of mar- 


len'to flatter any ſooth: vp 


themſelues with hopeof along life. - 1 133 
 Vix-ardiſlima;'thewayis-verp Erait; wa”... 
Lo2d,tothehouſe of the /Gov'vf lacobzBo 52> vher 
docebir nos vias ſus 2"and dep will teach 'vs —_—_— 
his apes, and wy wilt walkeindigpaths} then was, 
fo2 weo will no longer follow themnititude, 
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77.4 paruvlus fugas::-In thodeviptures vt-Gad 

there is pientyſalicient;hoth foz he-ſtrong | 
_ toeareandtholittie one to: ſucke, ©9-(ai;h 
. . lrenzugi$criptirzin aperro ſunt &1imeam- 


renzus/ Seoprinzinapero lone Se fnede: 
viguiate, on toregare;plains and With 
ont heard indiffes 


zcripturis diuivis ques 


I wales, eneriaſtingdozes, qthoHingof glozy th 
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IVere44. this thy.day, thoſe, things bas; 
thy peace ? but. now: are they 


thine. nd hee Fg de 


Luke 9:42. 


that they which ks ta ee (an ? 
riſh:but ths fault is theirs v 

toolate. 
g arenins 


it 
fhallbe ſaned by C 
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creature.1 Cor.5.17- 
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3 SOOPRH WRUgS-4 $0 was. 


— SOS SS 


LE 4 4g © - « L F ”'Y , 
- Ws : - g 
= % "A: # 
- ka . _ MN 
to K. 
2 q : | 
by 
Tz 


Wake re: —_— edalry of his life. 
Ex? 
Ff thvls things bein yon in ſome meaſure 
oftruty, then ponr bopets currant, ſound; 
andgdad; otherwiſe it isnothing wozth. Foz 
in vatne tomen to be ſanedby 
Chai; then as they walke wickedly and 
hereof is, becauſe the 
pr; mvers wilt be ſutabls to the head : Bat 
Chz;ilt ourheav is holy, therefoze wrekls 
members'maftbeho'palſo as it is wiitien; J 
Beyeec haly, for am holy. Dtherwiſeitwe \'Per.t.x6 | 
witt iornep;ophareand bnholp members fo * | 
ourholy head Chzilt, they we make Chzilt 
a monſter ;as if we ſhanl(> topne \wearers, } 
dzunkards, whozemengers and fuch like to | 
be themembers of Chzjilt, and to haue life x 
faiuation by him. Bat the caſe is farre other» 
wiſe: Foz firff of all,vbefoze a Chzifſtian can 
come to bape mintwar? feling and true bn- 
de g of thele things, there arefine o- 
ther eſpectall things, to be required of enety 
true Chiiſtian which lineth in the Church. 
Firl#,the acknowledgment of ſinnes com 
mitted againff the Law of the Lozd. 
Secondly, the acktiowledgemeut of Gods 
| «er front amt gs 
' Thirdly, ds Ia. ail 153 
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the heart and ſoule fo2 fine. ncaa: \b 
Bat here we are moſt warily to take hab 
that wee content not-bur ſelnes with! theſe 
thzee fo2mer points; fo2 if we noe; thevites 
firebzands in hell, ludas, PharaojSavl;Herod; 
Achitophel, eſuch like thallgoebefo2e'vs; oz 
be onr equals in thep:ofeſſion of repentance. 
-  Thereare two mannerof/ 
the one, a trus repentance to lifextheother;n 
falſe repentance to death': as wo'may ſee bp 
Tudas, whois ſaid tohaue repented;'s which 
is mn2e, to hane confeſſed his fault: 4 which 
is moſt of all, tohaue made reftitntion any 
pet it was a falſe rzpentance., and'whyp e be- 
cauſe it ſpzang not'of atrue faith, but as bey 
foze. Perer repent2dand/ wept bitterly) and 
was ſaned thereby , thouph hee'nenermade 
confeſſion no? ſatiſfagtion : and why» becauſe 
it f92ang of a true andlifiely fatth in Chaiff. 
Quidergo eft ? Whatis it then'that is res 
quired at 4 hands ? theſe two things ſab» 
\:quent moſt chicfly and pzincipally, which 
map be well called, V1cima & ſumma; thetaſt 
and higheſt of all: thatis; a perfect hatred, 
loathing and deteſiing of. ſinne./ Fopſuch 
'onely beginne to ceaſefronfinnes=177 © 


Laſtly, the acknowvledgementof the mer- 
ryof Gad offered in thatone 
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awne ffety become 3 ChxGien, ; 8} O17; 
nr md gr a devidinty Zach 9.4. 


_— 


wherewith onr-naked fonies'are cloathods? 
and to an eye-ſalue , wherewith our (pwritus 
all-bjindneſe is cured. 'Weeare 

Jeſus Ch2if , whoſecounſellis ene 
C- -that! wee fund pe a things/ 

whatſpeuer they.co 
alla give ene Faareſins Regs 
Proc23.23« temth but ſellit ph foyer 
ſel bereinA 
but the coun(cll of : 
Salomon the-wile.3 Ego fidenter dico'n 3 
n__ wh ; Who Un i07-nho FAR 
henry et iſedyouto be muchexe 
AIAN meditation 
EE 
neceſary : 
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Ro ey wr o 
Gav bythe foliſhnes of pzeaching is 
them that em meh pn 
&£e03dinar p meanys to wozkefaith, which 
inde@d is confirmed by tearivg; reading;mes Rom, 10.14 
difation in the wodd, p:ayer ;eccasitis whit 
ten; Yow ſhall they call on him ,, on whom 
they'hane not bel&ved 2 and how ſhall thes 
beleenetn him whom they have not heard? 
and howſhall they heare withaut aPzeacher. 
Foz that Niniuie vepented at the pzeaching , a5 
of Jonas. Jt was therefoze the wozd of the a 
Lo2d pzeached by the Piniſtery of Nachan, 
that was the inftramentall canſe of King 
Dauids hearty repentance , as Samuel recoz- 
ded it; and he confeſſeth itinthe 57.Pſal. - -- 
Dore then pou (&, that theichiefet and 
mo\i pzincipali meanes which God hath 03- 
dained and ſanctified fo2 the ſauing of ſoules, 
is the wozd of God pzeached, and faith is 
therebp.encreaſed and w2onght in the harts 
of the hearers: As Saint Paul (aith ; Faith is Ro. 10. IG 
wrought by the word of God preached.; : | 
;-Fanth doth not onely heare the w02d, re- 
ceine the /wo2d, bnderſtandtho-ws2d; retoyee 


in the-o2d;fo; thus farre manp hypocrites 1 
no 46 Mar.r3.2% © 
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7. a; 


Theſirait Gate af 


ly with ioy receive it , yet hath-hetio roots 
he Henne dureth but fo2 a ſeaſon;fozas 
fone as tribulation 02 perſecution cemmeth; 
becauſe of the wo2d, by and by he is offended; 


of the heart,and therein hideth the wozd 'of 
God as a maſt pzecions Jewell, in a w—_ 
houſe, fo the good vies which God 
pointed. And of this keping of the 
the ſecret of thehart.theſe places doe tcltific. 

Prou. 4. 20, My tonne en vnto my 
words, encline thine care 'vnto my ſayings: 
ler themnor dept fromthine eyes, but keep 
them inthe midft of thine hearr. 

Plal. 119.11; I hane hid thy promiſes in 
wine beter that [might not {1n againſt rhee. 

P{al.51. Behold, thou loueſt rruch inthe 
1nward affections, thereforehaſt thourar oghr 
me witdome intheſ{ccretof my heart, 
+ Luke 2.19.But Marykept all chele ſayings 
and pondered them in her heart, Againe, 


Verl. 51.His Mother kept all theſe ſaymgs1 in 


her heart: 


"Fo2 if the wozd of God benot well wzap- 
ped in the heart, it hail bee ſoone vnconered; 
diſcrped and deuoured of ſome adnerſarp, 03 
ſome euiil w&d will grow therewithall any 


choake it , as appeareth in the euill hearers 


Matt3.2. who are compared to the ſoede which was 


- 


But faith alſoopeneth the moſt ſecret part 


- 
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toNeminr © 
! | znes: Ba hegroth the wozd;/ "" 
bst the £:re.of this. wozld, and the deccitfuls 
neſte of riches-chooke the wozd, andhee1s. 
made bnfruitfull. 
But the imms3tall and euerlaſting ſ#de: 
which was ſowedin the good ground , was 
ſa deeply rooted in the heart. of S. leremic, 
that he cryed out agcinlt ſuch eniilhcerers, / 
ſaping; His word was in my heart as a bur- ler. e.g: 
mung fre ſhut vp 1n my bones : & I was weary” 10. 
with forbearing, as; I coul dnot ftay , for] 
had heard thersyling of many, and rt 
cucry.{ide: And Chap. 23.9.Mine heart brea- 
keth-within me becauſe of the Prophers;, all 
my bones ſhake, I am like a drunken man and 
bke a man whom wine hath, ouercome z for 
the preſence of the Lord, and for his Irv Pſal. 1997 
words: Ver{.29.Isnotmy worg like fire [ſaith 
the Lo2d ) —_ likea hanuner tharc breakerh!/ 
the hard ſtone ? 
Now dearely beloued, this doctrine which 
I teach yoo is not mite owne , it is thedo-: 
>rine of Jeſus Chaiff, which congerteth the 
ſoule, which teacheth the wazd of God truly 
andguldeth the hearts of cuery troe Chriſti 
an, the plaine mans path way in at the ſtrait” 
fo enerlaſting ſalnuation. - 
Awake thou thercfoze that l@peſt inthe- 
bed af fins, and make thy flinty heart to 


ry 
| by . fe , 
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thei; and ſtand bp 


ng artily ſoy 
from the and C hal 
Gallaiue the light 2 open thine heart 
out any further delay to receiit?/Chyilt, f 
then he will cope and binds theffrong mar 
Satan, andcaſthim ont , and'dwell it thee 
himeLife. Then the gates of helfſhall netier* 
p32maile againſt th#: then ſhalf thou enter 
with Ch1iſf in at the ffraitgate andnarrow 
way , wich leadeth vnto eternall life, and 
w dwell with him fo cncr;” 

Qpen therefore vnto ys, O Lord, the gates 
of righteoulneiſe that wee may goe inrothem! 
and praiſe thy holy name. 'This is the aate* 
af the Lon, the righteous ſhallenter into if 
and p2aiſe him fo2 euerma2e, © ©: | 

Lhe God of peace which b2ogght egaind' 
from the deat, the Lozd Jeſus, thegreat” 
ſhepheard of th:tHeve, th20uch the blond of" 
the everlaſting conenant, make vs perfect Mm 
all geob warkes,cutoX allets and hinderans | 
cesboth within-vs.c without vs:ſanctifie bs 
thzvughout , amend all ouri2:perfections, 
6m keepe v2 blamelede vatilithe dap of his 
molt g192ions appearing; thatwe may enter” 
with hin into his 'heauenly kingdome: fo' 
whom with the Fatyer andhaly: Dvirit, one: 
Godin Trinity,and Trinitp-in/Uniip; beg 
all bleſſvrg and gioz? wazla £0 


Sali Deof gloria, / 15 5 32% 
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